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THE  PROPOSED  SCHEMES  FOR  CIVIC  CENTER 

WHICH  SCHEME,  IN  YOUR  OPINION,  IS  THE  BEST? 


BOTH  schemes  were  worked  out  on  the  basic  assumption  that  the  Civic 
Center  was  to  be  located  on  and  immediately  around  the  old  site  of  the 
City  Hall.  The  solution  presented  by  Scheme  A was  based  on  the 
further  assumption  that  the  City  Hall  itself  was  to  be  erected  on  the 
property  already  belonging  to  the  City,  the  advantages  of  which  pro- 
cedure were  obvious,  or  readily  demonstrable. 

Starting  on  this  basis  two  principal  requirements  presented  themselves  at  the 
outset:  1st,  the  necessity  of  opening  up  adequate  street  circulation  immediately 
around  and  in  part  through  the  old  site,  in  the  region  east  of  Larkin  Street;  and, 
2nd,  the  need  of  an  ample  open  space  to  the  west  of  the  old  City  Hall  site,  around 
which  to  group  all  the  various  buildings.  The  first  of  these  requirements  has  been 
met  by  the  prolongation  of  Grove  and  Hyde  Streets  through  to  Marshall  Square, 
by  the  extension  of  Leavenworth  Street  to  Market  and  by  the  opening  up  of  a new 
street  as  a monumental  east  approach  to  the  City  Hall  from  Market  Street,  on  the 
axis  of  Fulton  Street,  prolonged  easterly  through  the  middle  of  the  long  block  be- 
tween Marshall  Square  and  McAllister  Street.  The  advantages  of  these  modifica- 
tions of  the  City  plan  are  very  great  and  would  be  more  than  justified  even  were 
there  no  question  of  a Civic  Center.  The  second  need  is  fulfilled  by  taking  the  two 
blocks  bounded  by  Larkin,  Grove,  Polk  and  McAllister  Streets  for  a public  parked 
square.  The  plan  of  the  City  Hall  naturally  resolved  itself  into  a rectangular  form, 
on  the  axis  of  Fulton  Street,  with  the  comers  cut  off  in  such  a way  as  to  give  an 
imposing  feature  on  the  axis  of  Marshall  Square  and  Eighth  Street,  which,  pro- 
longed, would  intersect  the  axis  of  Fulton  Street  in  the  center  of  the  building,  the 
point  of  intersection  determining  the  position  of  the  principal  monumental  feature 
of  the  building,  such  as  a dome  or  tower.  In  order  to  secure  such  simplicity  and 
symmetry  of  form  for  the  plan  of  the  City  Hall,  it  is  necessary  to  extend  one  comer 
of  the  structure  some  distance  across  City  Hall  Avenue,  not,  however,  interrupting 
the  street  circulation  by  so  doing,  as  this  is  amply  taken  care  of  by  the  extensions 
of  Grove  and  Hyde  Streets,  both  of  which  are  considerably  widened  at  this  point. 

Having  determined,  as  in  Scheme  A,  upon  the  total  territory  required  for  or 
affected  by  the  projected  Civic  Center  in  its  entirety,  the  question  inevitably  arises  as 
to  whether  the  best  solution  has  been  found  for  the  arrangement  of  that  territory, 
now  wholly  covered  by  the  City’s  condemnation  proceedings,  and  all  soon  to  become 
City  property.  Studies  for  the  purpose  of  answering  this  question  led  by  natural 
steps  into  the  solution  presented  by  Scheme  B,  similar  to  Scheme  A,  except  that  the 
purpose  of  the  blocks  east  and  west  of  the  public  square  are  interchanged,  the  City 
Hall  being  placed  to  the  west,  and  the  Library  and  Opera  House  to  the  east,  in- 
stead of  vice  versa. 

Which  Scheme,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  best? 

Points  to  be  considered  in  making  your  decision : — 

1.  Approach  to  the  Civic  Center; 

2.  Architectural  effect; 

3.  Convenience  of  location ; 

4.  Position  of  Square ; 

5.  The  prevailing  direction  of  our  westerly  winds  in  connection  with  the  Square ; 

6.  Street  car  system. 

San  Francisco,  May  15, 1912. 


